Pharmacotherapy of schizophrenia: the American current status.
This is a review paper covering the American current status of pharmacotherapy of schizophrenia. The author lists all available antipsychotic agents on the market in the United States and describes the American prescribing pattern of antipsychotic agents. This includes a brief history of antipsychotic use in America, acute treatment and chronic maintenance with antipsychotic drugs, the recent advent of atypical antipsychotic agents, and management of antipsychotic-induced side-effects. The characteristics of prescribing American antipsychotics in America are described, and they are then compared with Japanese prescribing practices. The author also makes brief remarks about the uncovered issues in antipsychotic pharmacotherapy and about atypical antipsychotic agents in the context of the future pharmaceutical development.